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• The role of serotonin on Daphia magna
phototactic behaviour was studied

• TRH- knockout animals moved faster and
have an increased negative phototaxis

• Exogenous serotonin recovered the wild
type phototaxis in individuals lacking it

• Fish kairomones increased positive photo-
taxis only in wild type individuals

• TRH knockout animals lack serotonin and
have lower levels of dopamine and
octopamine
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The role of serotonin in Daphnia magna phototactic and locomotor behavior was assessed using reverse genetics and
pharmacological treatments with serotonin and fluoxetine. The study was conducted with four clones: the wild type
clone and three CRISPR D. magna ones with mutations in the tryptophan hydrolase gene (TRH) that is involved in se-
rotonin synthesis. These included clones TRHA− and TRHB− with mutations in both alleles that lack serotonin and
the mono-allelic mutant TRH+, that has serotonin. Obtained results indicated that animals lacking serotonin showed
an increased negative phototactism and locomotor activity upon light stimuli and a reduced response to fish
kairomones relative to the wild type and TRH+ individuals. Exposure to exogenous serotonin re-established the
phototactism and locomotor activity of TRH− individuals to those of the wild type but did not affect phototactic re-
sponses to fish kairomones. Unexpectedly, fluoxetine was able to modify locomotor activity and phototactic behavior
against fish kairomones in TRH− individuals lacking serotonin, and also it increased the concentrations of
acethylcholine and GABA in exposed animals, which support the argument that fluoxetine may also affect other neu-
rological pathways.

1. Introduction

Serotonin is an important animal neurotransmitter involved in cog-
nition but also in growth and reproduction (Bacqué-cazenave et al.,
2020; Szø et al., 2000). In the crustacean cladoceran species, Daphnia

magna, we previously found that individuals exposed to the selective se-
rotonin reuptake inhibitor (SSRI) fluoxetine had greater levels of seroto-
nin inmunoreactivity in the brain, reproduced earlier releasing more
but smaller neonates (Campos et al., 2016). Exposure to the neurotoxin
5,7-dihydroxytryptamine that selectively destroys serotonergic neu-
rons, reduced serotonin-immunofluorescence and offspring production.
The previous results, thus support the argument that serotonin modu-
lates reproduction.
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Drug treatments can act in an unspecific manner in other amines, there-
fore, geneticmodels offer amore selective way to explore the consequences
of reduced serotonin. Tryptophan hydroxylase is a key enzyme in the syn-
thesis of serotonin. In a previous study by using CRISPR-Cas9 technology
we obtained different D. magna clonal lineage mutants for the tryptophan
hydroxylase gene (Rivetti et al., 2018). Clonal lines with mutations in one
of the two alleles of the tryptophan hydroxylase gene (TRH+) had nor-
mal levels of serotonin, whereas those having mutations in both alleles
showed no detectable levels of serotonin and the opposed phenotype of
those exposed to fluoxetine: grew less, reproduced at older ages and pro-
duced less and smaller offspring.

Results for the involvement of serotonin on D. magna behavior are still
inconclusive since disparity of responses has been reported across studies.
Rivetti et al. (2015) reported that fluoxetine decreased negative vertical
phototaxis in the D magna clone F, whereas Simão et al. (2019) reported
the opposed responses. The use of different behavioral set ups such as too
low and too high light intensities and too short monitoring periods are
likely to account for the reported discrepancies. There are also incomplete
results about the involvement of serotonin inD.magna phototactic behavior
againstfish kairomones, which is awell and highly studied phenomena that
prevents zooplankton to be predated by fish during daylight (Bedrossiantz
et al., 2021).

In other crustaceans, such as amphipods, is known that exogenous ad-
ministration of serotonin or fluoxetine increased positive phototactism
and locomotor activity (Bossus et al., 2014; Guler and Ford, 2010). More-
over, it also has been reported that increased locomotor activity, aggression
and anxiety behavior in crustaceans can be due to the influence of serotonin
on other hormones such as on the Crustacean Hyperglyceamic Hormone,
CHH or GABA signaling (Fingerman, 1997; Fossat et al., 2014; Mesquita
et al., 2011). Furthermore, in mammalian species and also in humans, ther-
apeutically effects of SSRI occur after prolonged exposures to those
chemicals (Reimherr et al., 1998). This means that both exposure time
and concentration matters. Indeed in amphipods, phototactic responses to
fluoxetine was non monotonic having the greatest effects at 0.01 μg L−1

after 1 week of exposure and at 0.01 μg L−1 after 1,2 and 3 weeks (Guler
and Ford, 2010).

The aim of this work is to study how serotonin regulates phototactic
responses of D. magnawithout and with the presence of fish kairomones.
To do so we used pharmacological treatments with serotonin and fluox-
etine administered at low and high concentrations at short and longer
exposure periods combined with the inclusion of mutants lacking sero-
tonin. More specifically we conducted the study with four different
D. magna clones: The wild type clone (Clone F) that has a marked nega-
tive phototactic behavior (Simão et al., 2019) and it becomes more pos-
itive when co-exposed with fish kairomones (Bellot et al., 2022). Two
clones presenting CRISPR mediated mutations in the two alleles of the
tryptophan hydrolase gene enzyme that should lack serotonin (hereaf-
ter TRHA−, TRHB−) and a mono-allelic mutant (TRH+) that should
have normal levels of serotonin (Fuertes and Barata, 2021; Rivetti
et al., 2018).

In an attempt to relatemolecular changes to behavioral responses in the
four studied clones across serotonin and fluoxetine treatments, we studied
22 neurotransmitters and related metabolites following previous proce-
dures using liquid chromatography coupled to mass spectrometry
(Fuertes and Barata, 2021; Gómez-Canela et al., 2019; Rivetti et al.,
2019). To monitor changes in phototaxis we used an optimized vertical
set up that has been recently used to study how fish kairomones and neuro-
active drugs modulate phototactic behavior in different clones of D. magna
(Bedrossiantz et al., 2021; Bellot et al., 2022).

2. Experimental

2.1. Chemicals and materials

All neurotransmitter standards used for the analytical method and its
optimization have been purchased from Santa Cruz Biotechnology (Dallas,

TX, USA) and Sigma-Aldrich (Saint Louis,MO, USA). Further information is
in Supplementary material.

2.2. Experimental animals and culture conditions

Parthenogenetic cultures of four clones of D magna were used as
described in the introduction: clones F (wild type), TRH+, TRHA−
and TRHB−.

Animals were cultured under a 16 h light: 8 h dark photoperiod cycle,
and at 20 ± 1 °C. Ten adult Daphnia females were maintained in 2 L of
ASTM hard synthetic water (ASTM, 1994) feeding with a food ratio of
500,000 cells/mL of Chlorella vulgaris (Barata and Baird, 1998). Cultures
were changed with freshly prepare media every other day.

2.3. Exposures and sample collection

Two experiments were performed: the first one (experiment 1) tested
how serotonin and fluoxetine modulated phototactic behavior of the stud-
ied clones after short and long exposures. The second one (experiment
2) tested the effect of environmental concentrations of fluoxetine and sero-
tonin on phototactic responses to fish kairomones.

In experiment 1, individuals of each clone were exposed at two concen-
trations of serotonin (10, 100 μg L−1) and fluoxetine (0.1, 40 μg L−1) that
best triggered behavioral changes in amphipods and Daphnia (Guler and
Ford, 2010; Rivetti et al., 2018; Rivetti et al., 2015; Simão et al., 2019). Se-
rotonin and fluoxetine testing solutions were prepared using appropriate
aliquots from stock solutions of 1 mg L−1 prepared freshly in nanopure
water. Measured concentrations of the studies compounds in ASTM water
indicated that were stable in water (Bellot et al., 2021). Prior to exposures,
50 neonates < 24 h old of each clone were cultured for a week in 3 L tanks
filled with 2 L of media as describes above. The media was replaced every
other day. After a week young adults were used for experimentation. In ex-
periment 1, animals were exposed for aweek to the tested concentrations in
groups of 6 in 200mL of culture media in 300mL borosilicate glass vessels.
Five replicates per treatment were used. Test media was replaced every
other day with freshly prepared one. After 1 day and 7 days, animals
were used for behavioral assays. At the end of exposures (7 days) animals
of each replicate were collected and pooled in an Eppendorf, snap frozen
in liquid N2 and further stored at−80 °C until processed for metabolic ex-
traction and analysis.

In experiment 2 animals were exposed to 0.1 μg L−1 and 100 μg L−1 of
fluoxetine and serotonin, respectively, for one day with and without fish
kairomones following previous procedures (Bedrossiantz et al., 2021) and
their behavior was monitored. Obtainment of fish kairomone conditioned
water (hereafter named fish kairomone, FK) is described in Supplementary
material.

2.4. Behavior swimming assay

At 1 and 7 days of exposure, the locomotion and phototaxis behavior
of individuals from the four clones pre-exposed to the studied treat-
ments were assessed using a vertical experimental behavior set up and
a 5 min:15 min dark:light photoperiod regimen (Bedrossiantz et al.,
2021). We determined the time spent in the bottom virtual zone (%)
and the total distance moved (cm) per min. More information is pro-
vided in Supplementary material.

2.5. Analysis of neurotransmitters and related metabolites

We studied 22 neurotransmitters and related metabolites following
previous procedures using liquid chromatography coupled to mass spec-
trometer (Fuertes and Barata, 2021). Further details are in Supplemen-
tary material.
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2.6. Data analyses

Behavioral responses were analyzed by a repeated three or four -way
ANOVA design. Each of 20 min monitored in the vertical behavioral set
up was considered a repeated measure. Compound, fish kairomone treat-
ments and clone were included as fixed factors. In experiment 1, responses
obtained at 1 and 7 days of exposure were analyzed separately. The effects
of compound treatments and clone on measured concentrations of the

selected metabolites in D. magna individuals were analyzed by a two way
ANOVA. Prior to analyses, percentage, total distance moved or metabolite
concentration data was tested to meet ANOVA assumptions of normality
and variance homoscedasticity, and if required, data was arccosine
(for %) or log transformed (Zar, 1996). Following ANOVAs, differences
among treatments were further compared using post-hoc Tukey's or
Dunnett's multiple comparison tests. Analyses were performed with the
IBM SPSS Statistics software v27.

Fig. 1. Phototactic trajectories of the four clones (MEAN± SE, N = 12) across serotonin and fluoxetine treatments at one (A–D) and seven (E–H) days of exposure. Within
each graph, different letters indicated significant (P < 0.05) differences among treatments following ANOVA and Tukey's pot-hoc test. S10, S100, FX01, FX40 are 10, 100 μg
L−1 of serotonin and 0.1, 40 μg L−1 of fluoxetine, respectively.
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3. Results

3.1. Experiment 1

3.1.1. Phototaxis
Individuals of knockout clones TRHA− and TRHB− swam closer to the

bottom (Fig. 1C, D, G, H) than the wild type and TRH+ clones (Fig. 1A, B,
E, F). Effects of serotonin and fluoxetine treatments on phototaxis were
greater at 7 days (Fig. 1E–H) than at 1 day of exposure and upon light
(Fig. 1A–D). In both exposure periods (1 and 7 days) serotonin at high con-
centrations (100 μg L−1), and the two treatments of fluoxetine, increased
negative phototaxis of D. magna individuals from the wild type and clone
TRH+ (Fig. 1A, B, E, F). At 7 days of exposure individuals from clones
(TRHA− and TRHB−) exposed to serotonin increased positive phototaxis

in a concentration related manner, whereas fluoxetine treatments did not
have any effect. The above described phototactic differences among clones,
between dark and light periods and across serotonin and fluoxetine
treatments accounted for the reported significant (P < 0.05) effects of
the repeated measure (phototaxis across the 20 min monitored), clone,
treatments and their interactions (Table S4).

3.1.2. Locomotion
Individuals of knockout clones TRHA− and TRHB− swam faster

(Fig. 2C, D, G, H) than those from the wild type and clone TRH+
(Fig. 2A, B, E, F), and respondedmore to the light, serotonin and fluoxetine
treatments. The sharp increment and decrement of locomotion activity be-
tween min 5 and 6 in Fig. 2 are related to the switching on the light. After
one day of exposure to serotonin at 100 μg L−1, individuals of clones

Fig. 2. Locomotor trajectories of the four clones (MEAN± SE, N = 12) across serotonin and fluoxetine treatments at one (A–D) and seven (E–H) days of exposure. Within
each graph, different letters indicated significant (P < 0.05) differences among treatments following ANOVA and Tukey's pot-hoc test. Abbreviations are explained in Fig. 1.
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TRHA− and TRHB− decreased their swimming activity (Fig. 2C, D). At
7 days, both fluoxetine treatments and serotonin at 100 μg L−1 in-
creased dramatically the locomotion activity of clones TRHA− and

TRHB− upon light. The observed affects between dark and light pe-
riods, clones and compounds accounted for the significant main effects
and their interaction terms (Table S4).

Fig. 3. Phototactic (A–D) and locomotor (E–H) trajectories of the four clones (MEAN± SE, N= 12) across serotonin, fluoxetine and fish kairomone treatments. Within each
graph, different letters indicated significant (P < 0.05) differences among treatments following ANOVA and Tukey's pot-hoc test. S100, FX01, FK, FK-S100, FK-FX01
are 100 μg L−1 of serotonin, 0.1 μg L−1 of fluoxetine, fish kairomone and the fish kairomone co-exposures with serotonin and fluoxetine, respectively.
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3.2. Experiment 2

3.2.1. Phototaxis
In a similar way as in experiment 1, serotonin and fluoxetine increased

the negative phototactism of individuals from the wild type and TRH+
clone and have little effect on the phototaxis of daphnids from clones
TRHA− and TRHB− (Fig. 3A–D). Fish kairomones increased positive
phototactism of individuals from the wild type and clone TRH+ but have
negligible effects on clones TRHA−, TRHB−. Serotonin had also negligible
effects on phototactic behavior induced by fish kairomones in the studied
clones. Conversely fluoxetine co-administered with fish kairomones had
dramatic effects on phototactic behavior as follows. In individuals of the
wild type and clone TRH+, co-exposure to fluoxetine and fish kairomones
increased negative phototactism, whereas those from clones TRHA− and
TRHB− decreased their negative phototaxis. Clonal differences in the pho-
totactic responses to fish kairomones to serotonin and fluoxetine treat-
ments, and to co-exposures of the previous mentioned compounds with
fish kairomones, accounted for the observed significant effects of most fac-
tors and their interactions (Table S4).

3.2.2. Locomotion
In a similar way as in experiment 1, individuals of knockout clones

TRHA− and TRHB− swam faster (Fig. 3G, H) than those from the wild
and clone TRH+ (Fig. 3E, F), and responded more to light. Serotonin at
100 μg L−1 alone and co-administeredwithfish kairomones reduced swim-
ming activity of the studied clones. Fish kairomones increased the activity
of the wild type one. The observe affects between dark and light periods,
clones, fish kairomones and compounds accounted for the observed signif-
icant effects of most factors and their interactions (Table S4).

3.3. Metabolites

Ten out of the 20 metabolites quantified (normetanephrine and epi-
nephrine were not detected) in whole D. magna body extracts showed sig-
nificant differences in their concentrations across clones and treatments
or their interactions (Table S5). Selected metabolites are in Fig. 4 and the
remaining ones in Table S6. For serotonergic metabolites, internal levels
of serotoninwere notmeasured in those individuals treatedwith exogenous
serotonin due to the obvious carry over contamination of the exposure
media. As expected, serotonin concentrations were below detection limits
for clones TRHA− and TRHB− and then these samples were removed
from the statistical analyses. Fluoxetine increased serotonin levels in indi-
viduals from thewild type and clone TRH+ in a concentration relatedman-
ner. Concentrations of tryptophan varied significantly (P < 0.05) across
clones and treatments: fluoxetine at 40 μg L−1 increased tryptophan levels
and in most treatments individuals from clone TRHB− and to a lower ex-
tent those of clone TRHA− have greater levels. Among the studied dopami-
nergic metabolites, dopamine and octopamine levels were lower in
individuals of clone TRHB−. Serotonin and fluoxetine treatments reduced
the levels of tyrosine in clones TRHA−, TRHB−, and increased those of
phenylalanine. Individuals of clones TRHA− and TRHB− also had greater
levels of phenylalanine. Among cholinergic metabolites, results indicated
greater levels of acetylcholine for clone TRHB− and at the high fluoxetine
treatment for clone TRH+. Fluoxetine treatments also increased the levels
of phosphocholine in individuals from the wild type or clone TRH+. Indi-
viduals from lone TRHB− had lower levels of taurine. Levels of GABAwere
enhanced in individuals treated with 40 μg L−1 of fluoxetine and those of
TRH+ also at 0.1 μg L−1.

4. Discussion

In both experiments individuals having constitutive levels of serotonin
(wild type and TRH+) exposed to serotonin and fluoxetine increased
their negative phototaxis right from the first day of exposure. On the con-
trary, in individuals lacking serotonin, exogenous serotonin exposure
after 7 days affected positively phototaxis to a similar extent than wild
type organisms in the control treatment. Thus, exogenous serotonin was
able to re-establish the original phototactic phenotype in TRH− mutants.
These results indicated that both serotonin and fluoxetine act similarly
modulating phototaxis. As expected fluoxetine alone hardly affected the
phototaxis of TRH− knockout individuals as there was no serotonin to be
accumulate (Rivetti et al., 2018). Contrasting behavioral effects of increas-
ing serotonin in animals that constitutively have it may be related to a neg-
ative feedback mechanism of receptor signaling pathways to an excess of
serotonin for individuals of the wild type and TRH+ clones. This behavior
has been found in Drosophila (Majeed et al., 2016). Furthermore, serotonin
regulates the development of serotonergic neurons and of target tissues
(Narboux-Neîme et al., 2013). Thus it is also possible that neurological de-
velopmental differences between serotonin knockout D. magna individuals
may also have accounted for their distinct phototactic responses to exoge-
nous serotonin. Unfortunately there is little information on the effects of se-
rotonin on the phototaxis of crustaceans and other arthropods. The results
obtained for knockout TRH− D. magna individuals exposed to serotonin
agree with those described in other crustaceans and insects such as in a
gammarid species and Drosophila, in which serotonin decreased their nega-
tive phototaxis (Guler and Ford, 2010; Kain et al., 2012). Conversely in hon-
eybees workers, the administration of serotonin decreased their innate
positive phototaxis, which agrees with our results obtained for wild type
and TRH+ D. magna individuals (Thamm et al., 2010).

Individuals from TRH− clones lacking serotonin showed higher lo-
comotor activity and responded to light to a greater extent in both ex-
periments, which agrees with previous studies (Rivetti et al., 2018).
Exogenous administration of serotonin and fluoxetine in wild type and
TRH+ animals were also able to reduce locomotor activity, which is
in line to what have been reported elsewhere in D. magna (Heyland
et al., 2020) and also in other organism (Bacqué-cazenave et al.,
2020). However, fluoxetine dramatically increased the locomotor activ-
ity of individuals from clones TRHA− and TRHB− that lack serotonin
after 7 days of exposure. These results suggest that fluoxetine may
have additional mechanisms of action in Daphnia, despite of its primary
known one, by which it increases brain and whole organisms serotonin
concentrations (Campos et al., 2016; Rivetti et al., 2019). Using a well-
established serotonergic response in Caenorhabditis elegans, Dempsey
et al. (2005) reported that fluoxetine was able to alter egg-laying behav-
ior acting independently either at the serotonin reuptake transporter
(SERT) or at serotonin receptors. More specifically the former authors
identify that fluoxetine was acting in C. elegans via G-protein couple se-
rotonin receptor subtypes. Interestingly D. magna TRH− mutants have
the transcription of several genes belonging to the previous mentioned
signaling receptor route down regulated (Campos et al., 2019). There
is also reported evidence that locomotor activity and its response to
food in C. elegans is regulated by dopaminergic and serotonergic circuits
(Sawin et al., 2000). We found in this present study that TRH− clones
have lower levels of dopamine, and that fluoxetine increased those
levels. Furthermore, fluoxetine was also able to increase the neurotrans-
mitter concentrations of acethylcholine and GABA in mutated TRH−
organisms, which have been related with D. magna photomotor re-
sponses (Bedrossiantz et al., 2020). Thus our results support the findings
reported in other model organisms indicating that serotonin control

Fig. 4. Selected neurotransmitter and related metabolites of the four clones (MEAN SE, N= 5) across serotonin and fluoxetine treatments following seven days of exposure.
Within each graph, significant treatment and/or treatment x clonal groups (P < 0.05) against the wild type control one following ANOVA and Dunnetts post-hoc test are
highlighted with an asterisk. For dopamine and octopamine differences among clones have not be highlighted. Abbreviations are explained in Fig. 1. Further explanation
is in the text.
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both locomotor and phototaxis behavior, but that fluoxetine can act on
them also throughout independent mechanisms.

The involvement of serotonin in D. magna phototactic behavior to
fish kairomones was tested in experiment 2. Results showed that fish
kairomones increased positive phototaxis in individuals from the wild
type and the TRH+ clones in a similar way as reported previously (Bellot
et al., 2022), but hardly affected those individuals lacking serotonin (i.e.
TRH−), which suggest that the presence of serotonin is required to trigger
D. magna responses to fish kairomones. Nevertheless, pharmacological
treatments with fluoxetine but not with serotonin modulated phototactic
responses of D. magna individuals to fish kairomones. Fluoxetine amelio-
rated fish kairomone effects in wild type or TRH+ individuals but in-
creased those of TRH− individuals. In a different D. magna clone that
showed opposed and a greater response tofish kairomones than the current
one, we reported that neither serotonin nor fluoxetine altered phototactic
responses to fish kairomones (Bedrossiantz et al., 2021). Therefore, the re-
sults of the present study only partly agree with previous ones, and support
the argument that fluoxetine may modulate phototactic responses to
fish thought out different mechanisms than serotonin. Nevertheless it
is important to consider that fish kairomones may contain infochemicals
and other compounds that may affect D. magna phototaxis throughout
distinct mechanisms. Quite recently several studies have characterized
some of the infochemicals that may trigger Daphnia phototaxis (Hahn
and von Elert, 2022; Hahn et al., 2019; Von Elert and Pohnert, 2000;
Von Elert and Stibor, 2006). Future investigations should address
which neurological signaling pathways are affected by individual
infochemicals.

Results obtained for the studied neurotransmitters and related
metabolites are mostly in line with previous studies. Tryptophan is an
essential amino acid and also a precursor of serotonin. Individuals of
clone TRHB− and to a lower extent those of clone TRHA−, had higher
levels of tryptophan and not detectable levels of serotonin. Fluoxetine
treatments also increased the levels of serotonin in wild type and
TRH+ individuals. These results agree with the reported effects of fluoxe-
tine increasing brain serotonin inmunoactivity in D. magna (Campos et al.,
2016) and the lack of serotonin in TRH− knockout individuals (Rivetti
et al., 2018).

In general dopamine and octopamine levels were lower in TRH−
clones. Chemical treatments reduced the levels of tyrosine and increased
those of phenylalanine. Phenylalanine and tyrosine constitute the two ini-
tial steps in the biosynthesis of dopamine, thus the observed greater levels
of dopamine precursors in TRH− clones and lower levels of dopamine and
octopamine, may indicate a limited synthesis of these catecholamines.
These results may indicate that serotonin may co-regulate the dopaminer-
gic system, which is in line with recent findings in mice (Fischer and
Ullsperger, 2017).

For cholinergic metabolites, results indicated greater levels of acetyl-
choline for clones TRH+ and TRHB− and of phosphocholine in the wild
type and TRH+clones exposed tofluoxetine. There is reported information
indicating that fluoxetine interact with the cholinergic system, preventing
the release of acetylcholine or blocking nicotinic cholinergic receptors
(Chau et al., 2011). Phosphocholine is a precursor of phosphoglycerolipids
that are allocated to eggs in reproductive D. magna females (Fuertes et al.,
2018). Fluoxetine increased reproduction in D. magna (Campos et al.,
2012), thus it is possible that due to the higher demand in lipids, precursors
such as phosphocholine increased (Jordão et al., 2015).

On the other hand, GABA is an important neurotransmitter that has an
inhibitory role in the central nervous system. GABA levels increased upon
exposure to fluoxetine. There is reported information indication that fluox-
etine can enhance GABA (Bhagwagar et al., 2004). Levels of taurine were
lower in TRH− clones. In general there is a consensus that taurine is a pow-
erful anti-excitatory neuronal agent that counteract the excitatory effects of
L-glutamate stimulation (Foos and Wu, 2002). Taurine together with other
neurotransmitters are known to regulate serotonin levels (Becquet et al.,
1993), thus it is plausible that clones lacking serotonin may have altered
levels of taurine.

5. Conclusions

The reported role of serotonin regulating cognition but also other im-
portant processes like feeding, growth and reproduction in both inverte-
brates and vertebrates, indicates that it modulates neuronal responses
necessary for the fine-tuning of key biological processes for life, rather
than to trigger them (Bacqué-cazenave et al., 2020; C Rivetti et al., 2018).
The results reported here for behavior support that view as the lack of sero-
tonin in TRH− mutants did not prevent them to respond to light, fish
kairomones or psychotropic drugs but changed their responses. TRH− in-
dividuals lacking serotonin have a more negative phototaxis and higher lo-
comotor activity than wild type or TRH+ individuals that constitutively
have normal serotonin levels. The exogenous administration of serotonin
re-established the wild type phototactic and locomotor phenotype in
TRH− animals. Fish kairomones increased positive phototaxis in Daph-
nia individuals from the wild type or TRH+ clones but it hardly affected
those of TRH− individuals. There were, however, two results that de-
served further investigation. Fluoxetine even at low environmental con-
centrations was able to increase locomotor activity of TRH− animals
upon light and its co-administration with fish kairomones also increased
substantially their positive phototactism. Fluoxetine was also able to in-
crease GABA and acetylcholine in TRH−mutants, supporting, thus, the
argument that fluoxetine may modulate cognitive D. magna responses
interacting with several neurological signaling pathways.
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