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The aim of this communication is introducing the importance of the inclusion of cognitive processing speed (CPS) in

neuropsychological assessments for MCI & AD as the slowdown of CPS is present in multiple diseases of the CNS among which we
can include cognitive impairments of diverse aetheologies.

The CPS has been demonstrated to be clearly related to the aging process in normal conditions. For the assessment of many
cognitive domains we usually use time-controlled neuropsychological tasks to help us considering the possibility of a cognitive
impairment. However, we do not take into consideration that maybe only the CPS is slowed and there’s no affectation in other
cognitive domains bu only slowed capacity of the system.

Graph 1. Relation between CPS & normal aging process (Bruna, Subirana-Mirete et al., 2011)
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AQT adaptations:

Previously studies have demonstrated, these data are independent of the
gender of the subjects studied (Verheaghen & Salthouse, 1997; Wiig, et al.,

* A Quick Test of Cognitive Speed: Patterns of Age Groups 15 to 95 Years.
2002; Wiig, et al., 2002b; Wiig, et al., 2007).
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as it's been shown to be an easy-to-use,
fast screening tool and it has
demonstrated a good sensitivity and
specificity to MCI and AD (subirana et al, in press;

Bruna et al., 2011)
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